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M A G N E S I A N S

CHAPTER I.
 4  Ignatius  ment ions  the  ar ri va l  of  Dam -
as,  the i r  b ishop,  and  others,  6  whom  he
exhor ts  them  to  r e ver ence  notwithstanding
he was a young man. 
 IGNATIUS,  who  is  also  cal led
Theophorus,  to  the  blessed  church,
by  the  g race  of  God  the  Father,  in
Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour;  through
whom I  salute  the  church which is  at
Magnesia,  near  the  Maeander :  and
wish it  al l  joy in God the Father,  and
in Jesus Christ .  
 2  When  I  heard  of  your  well-
ordered  love  and charity  in  God,  be -
ing  full  of  joy,  I  desired  much  to
speak  unto  you  in  the  faith  of  Jesus
Christ .  
 3  For  having  been  thought  worthy
to  obtain  a  most  excellent  name,  in
the  bonds  which  I  car ry  about,  I  sa -
lute  the  churches;  wishing  in  them  a
union both of  the  body and spir it  of
Jesus  Christ ,  our  eternal  l ife:  as  also
of  faith  and  charity,  to  which  noth -
ing  is  prefer red:  but  especia lly  of  Je -
sus  and  the  Father;  in  whom  if  we
undergo al l  the injuries  of  the pr ince
of  this present world, and escape,  we
shal l enjoy God, 
 4  Seeing,  then,  I  have  been  judged
worthy  to  see  you,  by  Damas  your
most  excellent  bishop;  and  by  your
worthy  presbyters,  Bassus  and  Apol -
lonius;  and  by  my  fellow-servant  So -
tio, the deacon; 
 5  In  whom  I  rejoice,  forasmuch  as
he  is  subject  unto  his  bishop  as  to
the g race of  God;  and to the  presby -
tery  as  to  the  law  of  Jesus  Christ ;  I
determined to write unto you.  
 6  Wherefore  it  wil l  become you also

not  to  use  your  bishop too famil iarly
upon  the  account  of  his  youth;  but
to  yie ld  all  reverence  to  him  accord -
ing  to  the  power  of  God  the  Father;
as  also  I  perceive  that  your  holy
presbyters  do:  not  consider ing  his
age,  which  indeed  to  appearance  is
young;  but as  becomes those who are
prudent  in  God,  submitt ing  to  him,
or  rather  not  to him but  to the  Fath -
er  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ,  the
bishop of  us all .  
 7  It  wil l  therefore  behove  you  with
al l  s incerity,  to  obey  your  bishop;  in
honour  of  him  whose  pleasure  it  is
that ye should do so. 
 8  Because  he  that  does  not  do  so,
deceives  not  the  bishop  whom  he
sees,  but  affronts  him  that  is  invis -
ible.  For  whatsoever  of  this  kind  is
done,  it  ref lects  not  upon  man,  but
upon God, who knows the secrets  of
our hearts.  
 9  It  is  therefore  f itt ing,  that  we
should  not  only  be  cal led  christ ians,
but be so. 
 10  As  some  call  indeed  their  gov-
ernor,  bishop;  but  yet  do  all  things
without him. 
 11  But I can never think that such as
these  have  a  good  conscience,  seeing
that  they  are  not  gathered  together
thoroughly  according  to  God's  com -
mandment.  

CHAPTER II.
1 That  as  a l l  must  die,  4  he  exhor ts  them
to l i ve  order ly  and in unity.
 SEEING  then  all  things  have  an
end,  there  are these two indifferently
set  before  us,  death  and  l ife:  and
everyone  shall  depart  unto  his  prop-
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er place. 
 2  For  as  there  are  two  sorts  of
coins,  the  one  of  God,  the  other  of
the  world,  and  each  of  these  has  its
proper  inscr iption  engraven  upon  it ;
so also is it  here.  
 3  The unbelievers  are  of  this  world;
but the  faithful ,  through charity have
the  character  of  God  the  Father  by
Jesus  Christ :  by  whom  if  we  are  not
readi ly  disposed to die  after  the  l ike -
ness  of  his  passion,  his  l ife  is  not  in
us. 
 4  Forasmuch,  therefore,  as  I  have in
the  persons  before  mentioned,  seen
al l  of  you  in  faith  and  charity;  I  ex -
hort  you  that  ye  study  to  do  all
things in a divine concord: 
 5  Your bishop presiding  in the  place
of  God;  your  presbyters  in  the  place
of  the  counci l  of  the  Apostles;  and
your  deacons  most  dear  to  me,  being
entrusted  with  the  ministry  of  Jesus
Christ ;  who was the Father before  all
ages, and appeared in the end to us.  
 6  Wherefore  taking  the  same  holy
course,  see  that  ye  al l  reverence  one
another,  and  let  no  one  look  upon
his  neighbour  after  the  f lesh;  but  do
ye  all  mutual ly  love  each  other  in  Je -
sus Christ .  
 7  Let  there  be  nothing  that  may  be
able  to  make  a  divis ion  among  you;
but  be  ye  united  to  your  bishop,  and
those  who  preside  over  you,  to  be
your  pattern and direct ion in the way
to immortal ity.  
 8  As  therefore  the  Lord  did  nothing
without  the  Father,  being  united  to
him;  neither  by  himself  nor  yet  by
his  Apostles,  so  neither  do  ye  do
anything  without  your  bishop  and
presbyters:  
 9  Neither  endeavour  to  let  anything
appear rational to yourselves apart ;  
 10  But  being  come together  into the
same  place,  have  one  common  pray -
er;  one  supplication;  one  mind;  one

hope;  one  in  charity,  and  in  joy  un -
defi led. 
 11  There  is  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ ,
than  whom nothing is  better.  Where -
fore  come  ye  all  together,  as  unto
one  temple  of  God;  as  to  one  altar;
as  to  one:  Jesus  Christ ,  who  pro -
ceeded  from  one  Father,  and  exists
in one;  and is returned to one. 

CHAPTER III.
1  He  cautions  them  against  fa lse  op in -
ions.  3  Espec ia l ly  those  o f  Ebion  and  the
Judais ing Chris t ians.  
 BE  not  deceived  with  strange  doc -
trines;  nor  with  old  fables  which  are
unprof itable.  For  if  westi l l  continue
to  l ive  according  to  the  Jewish  law,
we  do  confess  ourselves  not  to  have
received  g race.  For  even  the  most
holy  prophets  l ived  according  to
Christ Jesus. 
 2  And  for  this  cause  were  they  per -
secuted,  being  inspired  by  his  g race
to  convince  the  unbel ievers  and  dis -
obedient  that  there  is  one  God  who
has  manifested  himself  by  Jesus
Christ  his  Son;  who  is  his  eternal
word,  not  coming forth from silence;
who  in  all  things  pleased  him  that
sent him. 
 3  Wherefore  if  they  who  were
brought  up  in  these  ancient  laws,
came  nevertheless  to  the  newness  of
hope;  no  longer  observing  sabbaths,
but  keeping  the  Lord's  day  in  which
also  our  l ife  is  sprung  up  by  him,
and  through  his  death,  whom  yet
some deny: 
 4  (By  which  mystery  we  have  been
brought to bel ieve and therefore wait
that  we maybe found the disciples  of
Jesus Christ ,  our only master :)  
 5  How  shal l  we  be  able  to  l ive  dif -
ferent  from him;  whose  disciples  the
very  prophets  themselves  being,  did
by the spir it  expect him as their  mas -
ter;  
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 6  And  therefore  he  whom  they
justly  waited  for,  being  come,  raised,
them up from the dead. 
 7  Let  us  not  then  be  insensible  of
his  goodness;  for  should  he  have
dealt  with us according to our works,
we had not now had a being.  
 8  Wherefore  being  become  his  dis -
ciples,  let  us  learn  to  l ive  according
to the rules  of  Christ ianity;  for who -
soever  is  cal led  by  any  other  name
besides this,  he is not of  God. 
 9  Lay  aside  therefore  the  old  and
sour,  and  evil  leaven;  and  be  ye
changed  into  the  new  leaven,  which
is  Jesus Christ .  
 10  Be  ye  salted  in  him,  lest  any  one
among  you  should  be  corrupted;  for
by your Savior ye shall  be judged. 
 11  It  is  absurd to name Jesus  Christ ,
and to Judaize.  For the  christ ian reli -
gion did  not  embrace the  Jewish,  but
the  Jewish  the  christ ian;  that  so
every  tongue  that  bel ieved  might  be
gathered together unto God. 
 12  These things,  my beloved,  I  write
unto  you;  not  that  I  know  of  any
among  you  that  l ie  under  this  er ror :
but  as  one  of  the  least  among you,  I
am desirous  to  forewarn  you,  that  ye
fall  not  into  the  snares  of  false  doc -
trine. 
 13  But  that  ye  be  fully  instructed  in
the  bir th,  and  suffering,  and  resur -
rection  of  Jesus  Christ ,  our  hope;
which  was  accomplished  in  the  t ime
of  the  government  of  Pontius  Pilate,
and  that  most  truly  and  cer tainly:
and  from which  God  forbid  that  any
among you should be turned aside. 

CHAPTER IV.
1  Commends  the ir  fa ith  and  pie ty ;  ex -
hor ts  them  to  pers ever e ;  10  des ir es  the i r
prayers  for  himse l f  and  the  church  at  An -
t ioch.  
 MAY  I  therefore  have  joy  of  you  in
al l  things,  if  I  shal l  be  worthy  of  it .

For  though I  am bound,  yet  am I  not
worthy  to  be  compared  to  one  of
you that are at l iber ty. 
 2  I  know  that  ye  are  not  puffed  up;
for  ye  have  Jesus  Christ  in  your
hearts.  
 3  And  especia lly  when  I  commend
you,  I  know  that  ye  are  ashamed,  as
it  is  written,  The  just  man  condem -
neth himself.  
 4  Study  therefore  to  be  confirmed
in  the  doctr ine  of  our  Lord,  and  of
his  Apostles;  that  so  whatever  ye  do,
ye  may  prosper  both  in  body  and
spir it ,  in  faith  and  charity,  in  the
Son,  and  in  the  Father,  and  in  the
Holy  Spir it ;  in  the  beginning,  and  in
the end: 
 5  Together  with  your  most  worthy
bishop,  and the  wel l-wrought spiritu -
al  crown  of  your  presbytery,  and
your  deacons,  which are  according to
God. 
 6  Be  subject  to  your  bishop,  and  to
one  another,  as  Jesus  Christ  was  to
the  Father,  according  to  the  f lesh;
and the Apostles,  both to Christ ,  and
to  the  Father;  and  to  the  Holy
Ghost:  that so ye may be united both
in body and spirit .  
 7  Knowing  you  to  be  ful l  of  God,  I
have the more brief ly  exhorted you.  
 8  Be mindful  of  me in  your  prayers,
that  I  may  attain  unto  God,  and  of
the  church  that  is  in  Syria,  from
which I am not worthy to be called. 
 9  For  I  stand  in  need  of  your  joint
prayers  in  God,  and  of  your  charity,
that  the  church which is  in  Syr ia  may
he  thought  worthy  to  be  nourished
by your church.  
 10  The  Ephesians  from  Smyrna  sa -
lute  you,  from  which  place  I  write
unto  you;  (being  present  here  to  the
glory  of  God,  in  l ike  manner  as  you
are,)  who have in al l  things refreshed
me,  together  with Polycarp,  the bish -
op of  the Smyrneans. 
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 11  The  rest  of  the  churches  in  the
honour of  Jesus Christ salute you. 
 12  Farewell ,  and  be  ye  strengthened
in  the  concord  of  God;  enjoying  his
inseparable  spir it ,  which is  Christ  Je -
sus. 
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